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 PLACE ACQUIRED
THIS I8 UNIVALUATID INFORMATION
‘ 25X1
EQUIPMENT
_ Aldeged New Cgeohonlovak Jas Mask e . 25X1
1. ‘
\
|
| !
\ -] lj
L [All of the units stasioned at Mlada Airfield were
issued the same mask in or about Sepember, when it 25X1
_being worn during the monthly "chemical alert" (Chemie oplach).l 25X
2, Pacepiece: The facepiece was light brown (tan), had a smoosh
finish and was hood type with two plain glass eyepieces, The
exterior outlet valve was blaok plastie, rectangular with plastic
bars o proteot the diaphragm | Bl 25X1
two sentimeters high, 1.5 om, mmr\om
hose connected to the facepiece, but id no t 25X1
the interior of the sonnection was like. the 25X1
ggggéeee would fog in cold weather but ; olew when air was in- 25X1

_
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aentéin aper polson gas detecting blooks were stored in one
of the :ggdznpboxgs containing the shemical warfare combat alert
equipment (See page 7).

19. Gas Detecting Powder: Once during regular warfare training at
Mlada Airfield shown a container about 50 to 60 em. 25X1
long, whieh was ociroular in shape and approximately 20 om. in
diameter, About 10 om, of the lower end of this container were
shaped into a funnel, This funnel had openings patterned after
an ordinary water can sprinkler to dispense the emclosed powder.
The entire container was painted OD and was provided with .a wedded
a

hand - 25X1
_ | The powder stored in this
sentainer was rose in solor (between oalngc and red) and, as.
the instrustor explained, it would be aprinkled on a suspected
contaminated ares by one of the members of the chemical warfare 25X1
squad, Upon contact with poison gas it would change into an
own but different color, One sush container was laelolgl

in one of the wooden boxes containing the chemical warfare "eompat
alert” equipment, ‘
20, Chemioal Warfare First-Aid Kit: Members of | |unit were 25X1

noY issued any chemical warfare first-aid kits, but during one
shemical warfare olass, Lt, Oiglan mentioned tﬁlt every man

would be Lissued one upon arrival abv Mlada Airfield, This ship=
nent was expected so
materislise

Siorage of Chemical Warfare Items
21, At Battalion Supply Area:

8., DBeside the five wooden boxes containing "combat alert" equip=
nent the following items stored in their batsalion 25X1
ehcniqq warfare supply ares on an open shelf: about 300 new
g4 masks (sams type :l those issued to all Mlada Airrield
personnel) and about 400 - 300 ilters; a silver=eolored, metal
sontainer (eylindrically shaped) equipped wish one wed handle
-on each side, In this sontainer was what appeared | @000 | 25X1
%0 be & ready mixed lime and abdout five siiver=colored eylind=
rical metal cans oription and of abous a five
liter capacity, these cans contained material
for decontamination of weapons. _

25X1

25X1
b, Next to the chemioal warfare Supply room, in an open shed
were stored approximately 40 to 50 metal drums, lpproxillioly
60 om, tall and 30 om. in diameter. These drums were reddish-
brown in color., They had small a ir

sides, 25X1
[EllnvciziiniVifo on one occasion that they eontained
smoke agid fkysolina dymova) ,

25X1

¢. Approximately onse a month, five or six Messerschmids 109
alrplanes of the 6th Fighter Regiment, Mlada Airfield, praeticed
scrgenins their Airfield firing renge, sommonly referred to
as “leteoka strelnice",5 The smoke soreening exercise lasted,
usually, half a day, when airplanes 1nd1liduaflxgtlnngnznr;:hng,

redete - / | 25X1
| "It was the duty of the

members orLfﬁggggggjohouical squad of the 22nd Airfield Battalion 25X

to service these planes with the smoke acid. The ‘amoke acid

was carried in cigar-shaped containers wndermesath the winss.“
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‘The alze of she mask was marked under the chin, the figures being~
within a circle on the left side, The sizes were 1.5, 2, 3 and 4,
1.5.being the smallest and 4 the largest. The face also had a
slight nose protrusion and a raised portion for the ear.

- 3. .Hose: The hose was of corrugated black rubber and one meter long.
. .The end whigh coupled to the canister had a female ooupling with

- Naised portions for tightening the connection. The eoupling was
..made of dark-colored s rong plaatic. The hose conneoted to the
.faceplece with a steel band, Its diameter was 3.5 om,

4, Canister: The canister was round, of dark groon metal (tin%.
approximately 10 om. high and 13 om, in diameter. The inle
opening was on the bottom of the canister and was sealed with
tape when not in use., The outlet opening in the top of the
canister was unsorewed from the hose and covered with a can.
The service life of the canister was not known 5?2?1

~eanister had a meshaniocal filter consisting of tubes of silver,
black and white absorbing material, BEaeh
different tube funotio -25X1
had seen the bisected model in the classroom and knew that air
.Ellllﬂ through the tubes, but the aotual flow of air was unimown.
The instruetor stated during instruetion that the canister was
made somewhere in Oxeshoslovakia (exact losation unknown| )e  25X1
In addition to grotooﬁin; against chemical ;:lntn the sanister
would filter oub biological partieles, asccording ‘o the instruetor,

5. Oas Mask Carrier: The earrier was !rcyecrccn in eolor and made of
strong, treated waterproof linen., It was 13 em. wide, £0 em,
long, and 25 om, high, The material was stiffened sloth sirong
enough to keep its lhlgl similar to the case of the BE=8 tele=

hone, The carrier ha éwo large aeompartmenta for elrvyin! the

ace piece and canister, the caniater compartment being slightl
larger. Two canisters could be carried in this compartment. The
other large compartment was for the facepiece and hose, There
was 3180 space in the carrier for a protective cagc. The cover
was flexibie and uquipgod with a snap to secure it, The carryin!
strep was five centimeters wide with ends sewn to the carrier, lts
length was adjusted by means of a buckle, The waist strap was 1.5

' om. wide and consisted of two pieces tied together to keep the

sarrier close to the side., (Por & | sketch of the new pro- " 25x1
tective mask carrier, see Enelolurh.)
Prot , ' 25X1

6. When the new gas masks were 1ssued in September 1954, EM of
battalion were also issued new protective capes (plastenka) a e

same time, (This article was of the standard issue type, whish 25X1
had also been issued earlier at Dolny Kubin, and appeared
to be unused,) [~ 25X1
25X1
CONFIDENTIAL
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The protective cape was made from a stiff, impregnated, paper-like

.material very black gresnm in color, fire resistent (oddolns ohani) .

but .smelling like paraffin., It was a flat sheet about 2 x 1.5 m,

An sige which eould be folded into a lllll'pl@klfi about the same

8 .

—
g

v

around

size as the carrier but only one inech thiek. instructor
;t Dolny Xubin stated that it would pretect the wearer from a
lame-thrower at distances of 50 m. or more.

During basic training in Dolny Kubin, pilot cadets were taught
.how t0 roll and.get under the cape, ey were also told thas
A2 neeessary they oould tear it in half and wrap thelr legs with

it to walk through an area gassed with dew gas,
Rasentamination Suit

™bber decontamination auits twice at Nlada, during
ragular chemical warfare weekly instruction olasa. Ome sweh suit
was fivrst donned by the instructor himself, Lt, Ciglan, This he
donned over his regular unifora trousers gnd shirt, Later three
%o four other §H seleoted from the olass (not members of the

ohemieal squed) had to pu? them on snd oy %0 walk in them a
distance of about 15 m, (See page 0, for a sketeh of the suis,).

Thess ™ubber suits wers one-piese types, tnoludtng boots. Rubber
gloves, of five finger type roloh&nt ug %0 the 31 oW, wers ‘ut on
separe 1{. Draw strings were provided at the "turtle neeck
eollar zl out seven centimeters high), at the end of the sleeves,
he waist and sbove the ankles. In baesk of the suis there
was an opening from the neek down %0 about the waist. The uwpper
half of this opening was provided with dbuttons, while the lower
hal? had open-eye hooks for laces. The entire length of the
::;a%:,,‘neok o waist, wan ovtrllzg:d by & ™ubber flap. Bvery

o be assisted in donmning Shis rubber suis. | 4}

11' /r

grey eonvas lining, | | did not believe it was treated with any

pi-p

L lestimated its weight at about four kilograms., It was made

of grey-blue rubber about Swe $0 three millemeters thiek, with a
spesial chemical, since it did not have aa¥ !Qlllllr odor 6o i%,
Heo did not notice any possible addisional Pilsers or osher spesial
oquipnment as part of these suits.,

The regular gas mask was used with these rubber suiss.

|

13, ' In the sunmer of 1954, a new desontamination trvok was assigned

|
|

L

Decontaninafion Truck |

This truck, aeoording to Lt. Ciglan, was to _be operated and

maintained by their “chemiscal-warfare squad”, It had three axles,
two rear and one front. The two rear axles had dual wheels. The
body comsisted of drivers cab, pumps, hose and two tanks, Its :
tankes would hold approximately 3,000 to 4,000 liters of some flumid

‘wnknown The top half of the tanks were white and the
t were © s also OD in golor.
the true acoording to Lt., Cigian was
e used for decontamination of terrain.
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During one of the shemical warfare classes, Lt. Ciglan mentioned .
'ﬁhatngheywnera‘soing to have one demonstration on the use of this A
‘mew truek in the fall of 1954, | 25X1
| 25X1
: — 25X1
This 25X1

f ‘ - Rt was stored and kept in readiness in
about five large wooden unglintod boxes, ‘edch of whieh was

~lﬂproxillt91¥ 50 x 60 x 30 em. The contents were indiocated .
on the top of these boxes by printed letters of red paint, The
boxes themselves were kept in the unit's ohemical warfare ares,

25X1
[;:::::::;;}an opportunity to see the ognbents of three of Shess
. DOXeN, e ogntained eox g08 masks ?ucu type, as issved %o

sverycne at Nlada Airfield) and extra protecbive capes. The
seoond box contained four rubber 'ﬂ"ﬂ for use duv&nﬁ ?oooabnllnlvion
0 shenioke

prngorkv used mark off a contaminated area, e aetual nmee-

B0ribed number of rubber suits per unit was unknown 25X1
The Shird .box contained paper gaa detector bleoks an _

for decontamination of weapons and terrein,

Shenlsal Flags (Chenigks prapovicy)

I — 25X1

— - v =y
o /The staffs of these flags were
made of thiek wire rods, painted ved an pointed on the lower end
s an aid to postving, *hcy were lbOﬂR 0 om, long., It was
golliblo bo insert one "ohemioal flag' ataff on top otv%ﬁgthor,
N _C4se an ared .with a lot.cf.bushes.ayd high.grass: was’ RS sin
order to make the flags more visible. The fla 8 attached to

of gasne lFOII‘°ll well as about shomiecal llzil

' these wire ataffs were made of st £f canvas and were approximately

18,

15 x 15 em, in size, (See page 10), They wers of two edolors,
red and yellow, each one having & orossed skull and bones in black
painted Won them, N 25X1

o . Only ved flags were used in the 25X1
demonstration’ . The purpose of thig demonstration

was to familisvize troops in the enployment of “chemical flags"
with instructions to stay out of an ares thus marked. No particular
type of war gas was mentioned. ' '

Sther Zouloment Items

Paper Gas Detectors: The ohemiocal squads, acsording to the
chemical warfare instruotor at Mlada Alrfield, generally had
had several aids in detecting contaminated areas. These were
detecting paper bloocks (deteeni bloky) and det eting powder
(deteoni prasek), The oks (presumably litmus 25X1
paper, ) were pleces of paper
approximately 5 x 3 om. in sigze. About 30 pieces of such paper
were bound in a booklet, from whieh they were torn out as needed.
This paper would change color upon contaet with polison gas, and
with the aid of a chart paison agents would be identified assording
to the color %}Zghaugad to. They were in two meparate golors,

red and blue. |
| The blooks

C_ .
of this detector paper were stored in a wooden box painted grey
and approximately 40 x 30 x 15 om. in sigze. The box was also
equipped with a carrying strap to enable a member of the chemical
squad to earry it suspended in front of his chest. Two such boxes

25X1
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At Billet Areas:

The airmen at Mlada Airfield stored their assigned protiot;vo
masks in the weapons racks loocated in the hallway of their billess

~ and near the squad rooms, Everyone kept his sssigned SNG as well

as his gas mask in these racks. The masks were only plasced on $he
cpen-rack shelf undermeath the individwal's weapon (name plates
being provided), while the SMG's were mecured and losked by means
of & long rod running through the trigger guards. A 24-hour rd
.of these racks was maintained by the company CQ, who had his desk
located at one end of the hallway.

25X1
TRAINING

Classroom Training: [:;::;:;:::}12 hours of chemical warfare trainiag
sor week during basio training while stationed at Dolay Xubirn from

ojober 5o Deoember 1952, The gas mask was oarried twiee a week
during basic training hours. The instructor was the shealieal offieer
of the starf, Approximately two=-thirds of the time was spent on
shemical agents, groiootivo measures and gas mask drill, Chemieald
agonts were identified by eclor, odor, an ggvlioal effectn, The
osher third was ¢ in She field. OChemieal
warfare olasmes never ineluded eivilians, . 25X
:;&tggs.gzogzlny Kubin nor at any other subsequent assignments

Exeroises and Demonstrations: Open-air chemical exersises were

held both a% Dolny Kubin (November 1952) and at Nlada (August 1984),
Asgording to the inssruetor, phosgene gas was wsed, In both

exereises five out of 30 individuals were hospisalized from three

%0 five days and everyone complained of headashes, Old German ges

nasks were used in the exeroise, Tae phelfin! g8 was disseninated

by burning from a eontainer approximately 15 em, hi!h 10 em. in

dismeter and dark green solor, The dissemination of Shis phosgene 25X1
808 wan started by lighting with a mateh the ignitor wish whis _the
sontainer was osg ed and whieh was losated on the $ep sever, 25X1,

25X1

surrounding area,

This was & porvanie spray tenk holdl Xi=
£ liquid, Lims and water were used 251

| After spraying a path a rake "ﬁ usad #a shiw wn

‘thc soil, _N? gas chamber exereines were held | + 25X1

25X1
25X1

Theory of Gases:

25X1

25X1

'there were the

Iollowing classes of war gases, | 'each elass had at 25X1
least two chemical agents:

Irpe ¥ass and Charesteristics 25X1

Tear gas (slzotvorny)

Choking gas (dusivy):

. Phosgene Smoke dark yellow when coming from
eontainer but white when disperaed. -
Diphosgene i ’ '

CONFIDENTIAL
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mﬂhékc 8 (dymovy) ‘ Used rorlcoier and conecealment. Dark
B «G.‘ (dymovy red used for identifieation,
Lung irritents (drezuivy) |
Poison,sas‘(eeravny) Carbon monoxide was one type. (
Nerve gas (nervovy) recalled that nerve gas affested 25X1

rineipally brain tissues and paralyzed

he Prain, but it could alsoc affest
other plf%l of the be z. No statements
vwere made during training as to whiech
powers, ineluding Oxeshoslovakia,
possessed this gas.

A Mlade Alrfield

| TWJ the 22nd Alrfield Battalion at 25X1
Mlada Airfield Zrom Jotober 1553 to December 1954, chemisal training
Has oonduocted bz the wnit chemigal ylrrlro offieer, L, 2131|n. or

d

by his assiatan® Opl, Majereak (fnu) (ecmpulsory servies). L.
A0 never made any relevences %0 apecial chemical warfave
goutses he may h‘vo attended, but M pro
‘ oheniocal eourse” he had attended ""25x1

Periodies Training: \

25X1
8, Daily: OChemisal warfare training was eondusted defore work '
daily from 0810 to 0900 nouns, exeeps on Baturdays and Sundays. A,
EX wen¥ through one of she toi:ouing exereisest marehing with |
l.dennon,snl mask, donning and removing the gas mask; dry o
f;g;' ‘:;.)ulih 828 mask on, or the use of she protestive sape

be Weekly: Aside from she daily 48 amin
i

! 25x1

= | 50 cn:onl,trtin&ng‘wnn devoled to identifying
chemical agenta, firsd aid and self fivet ald. The other two-
hirds were devoted to field problems and prosestive mask

drill (time for putti:! nask on was 12 seconds). All inavruetion

was attended only by military personmel, :

o, *nenthlzu Once a month, a elass lasting about three hours was 25X1
sondusted on desontamination of weapons and terrain, PFor
desontamination of weapons, & white, vaseline-type grease of

own_composition, which eame in five-liter metal containers
was applied to weapons with a brush., Then it was wiped of?
with rags, whieh were subsequently buried. After the weapons
were wiped off, an olly liauwid was anplied with a hwmah_

LzIé‘*“““‘J vemonstration personnel wore rubber apron and
ves,

25X1

25X1
Chemical Warfare Alerts:

a. PFrom July 1954 | — A 25X1
‘chemieal alert™ (chemieky pog%ueh) was held at Nlada Airfield
approximately once a month, is exerecise was not sarried out
on a certain designated date but irregularly., When such a

- chemical alert was ealled, (orisinatiag headquarters unknown
{$“575, the various seetions where Mlada Airfield personnel 25X1
worked, or were quartered, were notified by Selephone,

GONFIDENTIAL
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b. The alert generally began at 0815 hours and ended a% noon.
Everyone including pilots and officers was obliged to wear
HQ§§#i§§g‘nnak over his face and carry on normal duties; in-

" ¢lUdiHg the use of telephones. The proper wear of prosestive
magks was checked by the battalion eommander, one of the Air-
‘r%;id staff officers and she regimental and batsalion politieal
offieers,

6, The CW "oombat alers" sugplica were loaded into a Skoda, three-
gon capasity, two-axle, truck., There was s designated ‘ruok
which pioked up the chemiocal warfare Iupglill, and its assigned
driver (member of the Transportation unit) always ll*OIlti‘!ll’
drove 1% to the chemical warfare supply area during "combat
alert" exercises.

d. After loading of Lhe truok, the unit chemical officer and his
assistant, with the members of the ohemical squad, mounted the.
Sruek earrying their field equipment and joined tﬁc osher trueks
whiech comprised the "combat alert” eonvey.

6. About 20 vehicles made up the sonvoy. Eash unit stationed at -
Mlada Airfield held their "combat alert" aoparatoli, on different
days, never in oonjunotion with some other unit. In the majority
of cases, Skoda three-ton ocapacity, two-axle trucks were used,
Drivers of these vehloles were me ' -

portation seotion, 25X1
25X1

29, Decontamination Exercise:

Generally only one of the following weapons wers used in weapons!
demonstrating deconvamination: a pistol, 8MG, LMG or a JMG.

These weapons were assigned to unit.5 Teaining methods 25X1
were as follows, First the chemical warfare instruetor would
demoristrate the prosedure for decontaminating the weapon used in
demonstration., After that, several AM were ealled ou individually
%o repeat the entire process. This exercise was sarried ous only
%0 familiarise IM with She procedure; but in astual combat
ageording to Lt. Oiglan, there would be a designated ioentiou some~
where in a resr area where contemirated weapons would be degon=
taninated by a special srew not further defined.

30. Gas Chamber Exercises:
|unit went through a gas chamber exersise (plynova kemora) 25X1
sometime in August 1954, There was a gorllncnb gas onamber looated

']

at their sirfield. It was a wooden buildi » approximately T x 5 m,
-in size and located near the H00Q!Q4Lzg!4!g2thnl!iliglnzzﬁﬂnﬂnﬂgjhn
airfield,
from conversation with 25X1
length of time in th hamber with Probestiy Tansis dongeq o ®
ength o e in the gas ohamber w rotestive masks donned.
" Time limit for this was unknoun[:::::::gii] He heard that all
airfield units went through the same exeraise during August 1954, 25X1

did not know more details on the "gas chamber" or the training
exerclise itself,

31. Chemical Warfare Squad: 25X1
The 22nd Airfield Battalion had an eight-man chemiocal warfare squad,

- the members of which received an additional one to two hours of
~ohemieal warfare training eash week. This was given perscnally by

25X1

CONFIDENTIAL 25X 1
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the ohei:ical warfare officer and consisted of a repetition of
material covered during the normal weekly chemical warfare
lastrucstion for all personnel.

4, LIEI!'IGI—M‘ This "smoke acid" was probably ferrous

Enclosure: Alleged New Oxeshoslovak Gas Mask and Gas Mask Carrier
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25X1

Rubber Deocontamination Suit

Metal oontainer used for dis=
semination of war-gas deteoting
powder, ?!hc bottom ogoniﬁs vaa
provided with a separate clamp-
on type metal cover, and was
govered when not in use.)

Chemical Flags (Chemioke praporky)

P (Handle)
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